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  Attendance Policy
 

At Alma Fuerte Public School, we view every day as an essential learning opportunity. Therefore, 
we expect excellent attendance of all of our students.  

California Compulsory law [Education Code 48200] states that each person between the ages of 6 and 18 
years, and not exempted, is subject to compulsory full-time education.  

Students who develop patterns of good attendance are much more likely to be successful both 
academically and socially. Every student is expected to attend school on a daily basis [Education Code 
48200], unless there is valid justification for the absence.  

Student attendance becomes a pattern and missing school regularly is not only detrimental to a student's 
learning, but can create poor learning habits.  

Absences lead to missed academic instruction and loss of funding. While absences are reported to the 
State as "excused" or "unexcused," Alma Fuerte loses funding for all days missed.  

Excused Absences 

• Illness 

• Having medical, dental, optometric or chiropractic services rendered to him or her. 

• Attending the funeral of a family member  

• For the purpose of spending time with an active duty family member  

• Appearance in court 

• Observation/ Attendance of religious holiday or ceremony 

Absence for reasons other than those listed as EXCUSED ABSENCES are unexcused.  

*Traffic congestion and oversleeping will not be considered a valid excuse* 

Please notify Alma Fuerte of an absence via telephone, letter, fax, e-mail, or in person. If Alma Fuerte  is 
not notified in advance and the student does not report to school the next day with a appropriate 
documentation, the absence will be considered unexcused. 

Students with excused absences will be allowed to complete assignments/tests missed that can reasonably 
be provided and, upon satisfactory completion, will be given full credit. Assessments and assignments 
will be reasonably equivalent to, but not necessarily identical to, the assessments and assignments missed.  

The student may be classified as truant after the third unexcused absence or tardy for more than any 
30-minute period from school in a school year. In addition, students shall be classified as a chronic truant 
if the student is absent from school without a valid excuse for 10 percent or more of the school days in 
one school, from the date of enrollment. 

Illness Policy  

We wish to keep all children healthy. Please keep your child at home if he/she shows any signs of 
illness. The school will send a student home when it appears necessary. Children who run a fever 
should be free of fever for 24 hours before returning to school. Doctor’s notes should include the 
date of when the student can return to school. 


